
THE ONLY BLACK GIRLS IN TOWN BY BRANDY COLBERT

GET A GRIP, VIVY COHEN

THE WATER BEARS BY KIM BAKER

In a predominately white California beach town, the only 
two black seventh-graders, Alberta and Edie, find hidden 
journals that uncover family secrets and speak to race 
relations in the past.

Discovering an unusual bear statue a year after surviv-
ing a bear attack, a skeptical Latinx student is surprised 
when his friend and other neighbors make wishes on 
the statue that come true before he considers making a 
wish about his own difficult circumstances.

Danny Monteverde believes in magic, he believes that the 
enchanted land of Rio Luna in his older sister’s favorite 
book is real, and he believes that if he can find the way to 
Rio Luna he will find his sister Pili there, because he does 
not believe that his sister would run away from the group 
home where they lived and leave him behind. One day he 
finds a mysterious book in the library that contains a map 
to Rio Luna.

Keiko, Audrey, and Jenna have always been best friends, and 
Keiko desperately wants it to stay that way, but now they are 
starting seventh grade, and everything seems to be changing; 
Audrey is obsessed with the idea of them all securing boy-
friends, but when she and Jenna focus on the same boy their 
friendship starts to break apart

KEEP IT TOGETHR KEIKO CARTER BY DEBBI MICHIKO FLORENCE

Eleven-year-old knuckleball pitcher Vivy Cohen, who has 
autism, becomes pen pals with her favorite Major League 
baseball player after writing a letter to him as an assignment 
for her social skills class.

THE WAY TO RIO LUNA BY ZORAIDA CORDOVA

CATHERINE’S WAR BY JULIA BILLET AND CLAIRE FAUVEL

Catherine’s story begins in a progressive school where she 
learns about and acquires a passion for photography. As 
the Germans gain a stronger hold on France, Catherine is 
forced to move throughout the country to evade capture, 
but she meets many supportive friends along the way. 

KING AND THE DRAGON FLIES BY KACEN CALLENDER
In a small but turbulent Louisiana town, one boy’s 
grief takes him beyond the bayous of his backyard, 
to learn that there is no right way to be yourself

A  HIGH FIVE FOR GLENN BURKE BY PHIL BILDNER

After researching Glenn Burke, the first major league 
baseball player to come out as gay, sixth-grader Silas 
Wade slowly comes out to his best friend Zoey, then his 
coach, with unexpected consequences.

AMERICAN AS PANEER PIE BY SUPRIYA KELKAR

Eleven-year-old Lekha doesn’t think she has a lot going for 
her, especially not when being Indian in her part of Detroit 
feels unsafe. When Avantika, another Indian girl Lekha’s 
age, moves into the neighborhood with her family, Lekha 
feels burdened with having to befriend her. Although she is 
a new immigrant, Avantika proves to be nothing like Lekha 
expects. 

EFRÉN DIVIDED BY ERNESTO CISNEROS

While his father works two jobs, seventh-grader Efren 
Nava must take care of his twin siblings, kindergartners 
Max and Mia, after their mother is deported to Mexico.

WHEN YOU TRAP A TIGER BY TAE KELLER

When Lily, her sister Sam, and their mother move in with 
her sick grandmother, Lily traps a tiger and makes a deal 
with him to heal Halmoni.

STAND UP YUMI CHUNG! BY JESSICA KIM

When eleven-year-old Yumi Chung stumbles into a kids’ 
comedy camp she is mistaken for another student, so she 
decides to play the part.

WE DREAM OF SPACE BY ERIN ENTRADA KELLY

Cash, Fitch, and Bird Thomas are three siblings in seventh 
grade together in Park, Delaware. In 1986, as the country 
waits for the launch of the Space Shuttle Challenger, they 
each struggle with their own anxieties. 

SNAPDRAGON BY KAT LEYH

Snap’s town has a witch. At least, that’s the rumor. In 
reality, Jacks is just a Crocs-wearing, internet-savvy old 
lady who sells the skeletons of roadkill online. Snap 
needs a favor from this old woman, so she begins helping 
Jacks with her strange work. Snap gets to know her and 
realizes that Jacks may in fact have real magic--and an 
unlikely connection to Snap’s family’s past

SHOW ME A SIGN BY ANNE CLARE LAZOTTE

It is 1805 and Mary Lambert has always felt safe among 
the deaf community of Chilmark on Martha’s but recent 
events have shattered her life. A“scientist” determined to 
discover the origins of the islands’ widespread deafness 
has decided she makes the perfect “live specimen”--and 
kidnapped her.

PRAIRIE LOTUS BY LINDA SUE PARK 

In Dakota Territory in the 1880s, half-Chinese 
Hanna and her white father face racism and 
resistance to change as they try to make a home for 
themselves.

This is NOT a history book.
This is a book about the here and now.
A book to help us better understand why we are 
where we are.
A book about race.

STAMPED: RACISM, ANTIRACISM AND YOU BY JASON 
REYNOLDS AND IBRAM X. KENDI

Despite her parents’ divorce, her father’s coming out as gay, 
and his plans to marry his boyfriend, ten-year-old Bea is reas-
sured by her parents’ unconditional love, excited about getting 
a stepsister, and haunted by something she did last summer at 
her father’s lake house.

THE LIST OF THINGS THAT WILL NOT CHANGE BY REBECCA STEAD

WAYS TO MAKE SUNSHINE BY RENEE WATSON

How to Go on an Unplanned Road Trip with Your Grandma:
Grab a Suitcase: Prepacked from the big spring break trip 
that got CANCELLED.
Fasten Your Seatbelt: G’ma’s never conventional, so this 
trip won’t be either.
Use the Green Book: G’ma’s most treasured possession. 
It holds history, memories, and most important, the way 
home.

he Hart family of Portland, Oregon, faces many setbacks 
after Ryan’s father loses his job, but no matter what, Ryan 
tries to bring sunshine to her loved ones.

MAÑANALAND BY PAM MUÑOZ RYAN

Twelve-year-old Max sets out on a dangerous quest to 
discover if he is true of heart and what the future holds, 
armed with a treasured compass, a mysterious stone 
rubbing, and Buelo’s legend as his only guides.

After a terrible political coup usurps their noble house, 
Hawke and Grayson flee to stay alive and assume new 
identities, Hanna and Grayce. Desperation and chance 
lead them to the Communion of Blue, an order of magical 
women. As the twins learn more about the Communion, 
and themselves, they begin to hatch a plan to avenge their 
family.

FROM THE DESK OF ZOE WASHINGTON BY JANAE MARKS

Avid baker Zoe Washington receives a letter on her twelfth 
birthday from her biological father, who is in prison for a 
terrible crime

GHOST SQUAD BY CLARIBEL ORTEGA

Shortly before Halloween, Lucely and her best 
friend, Syd, cast a spell that accidentally awakens 
malicious spirits, wreaking havoc throughout St. 
Augustine. Together, they must join forces with 
Syd’s witch grandmother, Babette, and her tubby 
tabby Chunk, to fight the haunting head-on and 
reverse the curse to save the town and Lucely’s 
firefly spirits before it’s too late.

ANY DAY WITH YOU BY MAE RESPICIO

During the summer before seventh grade, Kaia, 
who enjoys living in Southern California, visiting the 
beach with her family, and creating movie make-up 
effects, makes a film with her friends to win a con-
test and hopefullly prevent her beloved great-grand-
tather from moving back to the Philippines.

A DEEP AND DARK BLUE BY NIKI SWIFT

CLEAN GETAWAY BY NIC STONE
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